
2 Corinthians 12:6-7 NIV
6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a 
fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I 
refrain, so no one will think more of me than is 

warranted by what I do or say, 7 or because of these 
surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to

keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a 
thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment 

me.



2 Corinthians 12:8-9a NIV

8 Three times I pleaded with the 
Lord to take it away from me. 

9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.”



2 Corinthians 12:9b-10 NIV
9b Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 

hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.



I. A Self-Sufficient Attitude
Does Not Trump This

2 Corinthians 12:6-7 NIV
6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a 
fool, because I would be speaking the truth. But I 
refrain, so no one will think more of me than is 

warranted by what I do or say, 7 or because of these 
surpassingly great revelations. Therefore, in order to 

keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a 
thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment 

me.



I. A Self-Sufficient Attitude
Does Not Trump This
Jeremiah 9:23-24 NIV

23 This is what the LORD says:
“Let not the wise boast of their wisdom

or the strong boast of their strength
or the rich boast of their riches,

24 but let the one who boasts boast about this:
that they have the understanding to know me,

that I am the LORD, who exercises kindness,
justice and righteousness on earth,
for in these I delight,”

declares the LORD.



I. A Self-Sufficient Attitude
Does Not Trump This

2 Corinthians 11:22-23 NIV
22 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? 
So am I. Are they Abraham’s descendants? So am I. 

23 Are they servants of Christ? (I am out of my 
mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked 

much harder, been in prison more frequently, been 
flogged more severely, and been exposed to death 

again and again.



I. A Self-Sufficient Attitude
Does Not Trump This

2 Corinthians 11:24-26 NIV
24 Five times I received from the Jews the forty lashes 

minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods, once I 
was pelted with stones, three times I was shipwrecked, I 
spent a night and a day in the open sea, 26 I have been 

constantly on the move. I have been in danger from 
rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my fellow 
Jews, in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city, in 
danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger 

from false believers.



I. A Self-Sufficient Attitude
Does Not Trump This

2 Corinthians 11:27-30 NIV
27 I have labored and toiled and have often gone 

without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and 
have often gone without food; I have been cold and 
naked. 28 Besides everything else, I face daily the 

pressure of my concern for all the churches. 29 Who 
is weak, and I do not feel weak? Who is led into sin, 
and I do not inwardly burn? 30 If I must boast, I will 

boast of the things that show my weakness.



II. Weaknesses
Do Not Trump This

2 Corinthians 12:8-9a NIV

8 Three times I pleaded with the 
Lord to take it away from me. 

9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.”



II. Weaknesses
Do Not Trump This
Ephesians 3:20 NIV

Now to him who is able to do 
immeasurably more than all we 
ask or imagine, according to his 
power that is at work within us,



II. Weaknesses
Do Not Trump This

1 Peter 5:10 NIV

And the God of all grace, who called 
you to his eternal glory in Christ, 

after you have suffered a little while, 
will himself restore you and make 

you strong, firm and steadfast.



II. Weaknesses
Do Not Trump This
Hebrews 4:16 NIV

Let us then approach God’s 
throne of grace with confidence, 

so that we may receive mercy 
and find grace to help us in our 

time of need.



II. Weaknesses
Do Not Trump This

Romans 11:6 NIV

And if by grace, then it 
cannot be based on works; 
if it were, grace would no 

longer be grace.



II. Weaknesses
Do Not Trump This
Romans 6:14 NIV

For sin shall no longer be 
your master, because you 
are not under the law, but 

under grace.



III. Life Difficulties
Do Not Trump This

2 Corinthians 12:9b-10 NIV

9b Therefore I will boast all the more gladly 
about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in 

hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.



III. Life Difficulties
Do Not Trump This

1 Corinthians 1:27 NIV

But God chose the foolish 
things of the world to shame the 

wise; God chose the weak 
things of the world to shame the 

strong.



III. Life Difficulties
Do Not Trump This
Romans 5:1-2 NIV

1 Therefore, since we have been justified 
through faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through 
whom we have gained access by faith into 
this grace in which we now stand. And we 

boast in the hope of the glory of God.



III. Life Difficulties
Do Not Trump This
Romans 5:3-5 NIV

3 Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering 

produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, 
character; and character, hope. 5 And hope 

does not put us to shame, because God’s love 
has been poured out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.



2 Corinthians 10:17 NIV

But, “Let the one who 
boasts boast in the 

Lord.”



2 Corinthians 11:12-15 NIV
12 And I will keep on doing what I am doing in order to 

cut the ground from under those who want an opportunity 
to be considered equal with us in the things they boast 
about. 13 For such people are false apostles, deceitful 

workers, masquerading as apostles of Christ. 14 And no 
wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of 
light. 15 It is not surprising, then, if his servants also 

masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will be 
what their actions deserve.



2 Corinthians 12:1-5 NIV
1 I must go on boasting. Although there is nothing to be gained, 
I will go on to visions and revelations from the Lord. 2 I know a 
man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not 

know—God knows. 3 And I know that this man—whether in the 
body or apart from the body I do not know, but God knows—
4 was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, 

things that no one is permitted to tell. 5 I will boast about a man 
like that, but I will not boast about myself, except about my 

weaknesses.


