
Esther 4:11 NIV
“All the king’s officials and the people of the royal 
provinces know that for any man or woman who 

approaches the king in the inner court without 
being summoned the king has but one law: that 
they be put to death unless the king extends the 
gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But 

thirty days have passed since I was called to go to 
the king.”



Esther 4:12-14 NIV
12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 

13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that 
because you are in the king’s house you alone of all 
the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at 
this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will 

arise from another place, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. And who knows but that you have 
come to your royal position for such a time as this?”



Esther 4:15-17 NIV
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, 
gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast 

for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or 
day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When 
this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is 

against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”
17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of 

Esther’s instructions.



Esther 2:20 NIV

But Esther had kept secret her family 
background and nationality just as 

Mordecai had told her to do, for she 
continued to follow Mordecai’s 

instructions as she had done when he 
was bringing her up.



Esther 3:5-6 NIV
5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not 

kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. 
6 Yet having learned who Mordecai’s people 

were, he scorned the idea of killing only 
Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to 

destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, 
throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes.



Esther 3:8-9 NIV
8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain 

people dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of 
your kingdom who keep themselves separate. Their 

customs are different from those of all other people, and 
they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best 

interest to tolerate them. 9 If it pleases the king, let a 
decree be issued to destroy them, and I will give ten 

thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators for 
the royal treasury.”



Esther 3:10-11 NIV
10 So the king took his signet ring from his 

finger and gave it to Haman son of 
Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the 
Jews. 11 “Keep the money,” the king said to 

Haman, “and do with the people as you 
please.”



Deuteronomy 25:17-19 NIV
17 Remember what the Amalekites did to you along the 
way when you came out of Egypt. 18 When you were 

weary and worn out, they met you on your journey and 
attacked all who were lagging behind; they had no fear 
of God. 19 When the LORD your God gives you rest 

from all the enemies around you in the land he is giving 
you to possess as an inheritance, you shall blot out the 
name of Amalek from under heaven. Do not forget!



1 Samuel 15:1-3 NIV
Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the LORD sent to 

anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen now to the 
message from the LORD. 2 This is what the LORD 

Almighty says: ‘I will punish the Amalekites for what they 
did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from 
Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy 

all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death 
men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, 

camels and donkeys.’ ”



1 Samuel 15:7-9 NIV
7 Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from 

Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt. 8 He 
took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people 

he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the 
army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the 

fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These 
they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything 

that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.



1 Samuel 15:33 NIV
But Samuel said, 
“As your sword has made women childless, 

so will your mother be childless among women.” 
And Samuel put Agag to death before the LORD at Gilgal.



Jonah 3:5-6 NIV
5 The Ninevites believed God. A fast was 

proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to 
the least, put on sackcloth.

6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of 
Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his 

royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and 
sat down in the dust.



Jonah 3:7-9 NIV
7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh:

“By the decree of the king and his nobles:
Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste anything; 
do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let people and animals be 
covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on God. 
Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who 
knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from 

his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”



Esther 4:1-3 NIV
1 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he 
tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and went 
out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he 

went only as far as the king’s gate, because no one 
clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every 
province to which the edict and order of the king came, 
there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, 
weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.



I. It Helps Understand
That There Is A Cost

Esther 4:11 NIV
“All the king’s officials and the people of the royal 
provinces know that for any man or woman who 

approaches the king in the inner court without 
being summoned the king has but one law: that 
they be put to death unless the king extends the 
gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But 

thirty days have passed since I was called to go to 
the king.”



I. It Helps Understand
That There Is A Cost

Luke 14:33 NIV

In the same way, those of you 
who do not give up everything 

you have cannot be my 
disciples. 



II. It Helps Us Prepare
“For Such A Time”

Esther 4:12-14 NIV
12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 

13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that 
because you are in the king’s house you alone of all 
the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at 
this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will 

arise from another place, but you and your father’s 
family will perish. And who knows but that you have 
come to your royal position for such a time as this?”



II. It Helps Us Prepare
“For Such A Time”

Genesis 12:1 NIV

The LORD had said to Abram, 
“Go from your country, your 

people and your father’s household 
to the land I will show you.



II. It Helps Us Prepare
“For Such A Time”

Genesis 12:2-3 NIV
2 “I will make you into a great nation, 

and I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
and you will be a blessing. 

3   I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you.”



II. It Helps Us Prepare
For “Such A Time”

Luke 19:39-40 NIV

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd 
said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your 

disciples!”
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they 

keep quiet, the stones will cry out.”



III. It Helps Us Be Obedient
No Matter The Cost

Esther 4:15-17 NIV
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, 
gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast 

for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or 
day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When 
this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is 

against the law. And if I perish, I perish.”
17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of 

Esther’s instructions.



III. It Helps Us Be Obedient
No Matter The Cost

Daniel 3:16-18 NIV
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, 

“King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown 

into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to 
deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your 

Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you 
to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods 

or worship the image of gold you have set up.”


