
Jonah 3:1-4 NIV
1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a 

second time: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
proclaim to it the message I give you.”

3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to 
Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took 
three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a 
day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more 

days and Nineveh will be overthrown.



Jonah 3:5a NIV
The Ninevites believed God.



Jonah 3:5b-6 NIV
A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the 

greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.
6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of 

Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his 
royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and 

sat down in the dust. 



Jonah 3:7-9 NIV
7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the 

decree of the king and his nobles:
Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste 

anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let people and 
animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call 

urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their 
violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with 

compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not 
perish.”



Jonah 3:10 NIV

When God saw what they did and 
how they turned from their evil 

ways, he relented and did not bring 
on them the destruction he had 

threatened.



Matthew 12:38-41 NIV
38 Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him, 

“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.”
39 He answered, “A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a 

sign! But none will be given it except the sign of the prophet 
Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly 

of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth. 41 The men of Nineveh will stand 
up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now something greater 

than Jonah is here.
Previous Scripture: Jonah 3:1-10



Psalm 139:7-10 NIV
7 Where can I go from your Spirit?

Where can I flee from your presence?
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;

if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn,

if I settle on the far side of the sea,
10 even there your hand will guide me,

your right hand will hold me fast.
Previous Scripture: Matthew 12:38-41;

Jonah 3:1-10



I. Hear The Message
Jonah 3:1-4 NIV

1 Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah a 
second time: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 

proclaim to it the message I give you.”
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the LORD and went to 

Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very large city; it took 
three days to go through it. 4 Jonah began by going a 
day’s journey into the city, proclaiming, “Forty more 

days and Nineveh will be overthrown.
Previous Scripture: Psalm 139:7-10;

Matthew 12:38-41; Jonah 3:1-10



I. Hear The Message
Romans 10:17 NIV

Consequently, faith comes from 
hearing the message, and the 

message is heard through the word 
about Christ.

Previous Scripture: Jonah 3:1-4;
Psalm 139:7-10; Matthew 12:38-41



I. Hear The Message
1 John 1:8-10 NIV

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have 
not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and 

his word is not in us.
Previous Scripture: Romans 10:17;

Jonah 3:1-4; Psalm 139:7-10



II. Believe The Message
Jonah 3:5a NIV

The Ninevites believed God.

Previous Scripture: 1 John 1:8-10;
Romans 10:17; Jonah 3:1-4



II. Believe The Message
Genesis 19:14 NIV

So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-
law, who were pledged to marry his 

daughters. He said, “Hurry and get out of 
this place, because the LORD is about to 

destroy the city!” But his sons-in-law 
thought he was joking.

Previous Scripture: Jonah 3:5a;
1 John 1:8-10; Romans 10:17



III. Respond To 
The Message

Jonah 3:5b-6 NIV
A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the 

greatest to the least, put on sackcloth.
6 When Jonah’s warning reached the king of 

Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his 
royal robes, covered himself with sackcloth and 

sat down in the dust. 

Previous Scripture: Genesis 19:14;
Jonah 3:5a; 1 John 1:8-10



III. Respond To 
The Message

Jonah 3:7-9 NIV
7 This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: “By the 

decree of the king and his nobles:
Do not let people or animals, herds or flocks, taste 

anything; do not let them eat or drink. 8 But let people and 
animals be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call 

urgently on God. Let them give up their evil ways and their 
violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet relent and with 

compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not 
perish.”

Previous Scripture: Genesis 19:14;
Jonah 3:5a; 1 John 1:8-10



III. Respond To 
The Message

Jonah 3:10 NIV

When God saw what they did and 
how they turned from their evil 

ways, he relented and did not bring 
on them the destruction he had 

threatened.
Previous Scripture: Genesis 19:14;

Jonah 3:5a; 1 John 1:8-10



III. Respond To 
The Message

Joel 2:12-14 NIV
12 “Even now,” declares the LORD,

“return to me with all your heart,
with fasting and weeping and mourning.”

13 Rend your heart
and not your garments.

Return to the LORD your God,
for he is gracious and compassionate,

slow to anger and abounding in love,
and he relents from sending calamity.

14 Who knows? He may turn and relent
and leave behind a blessing—

grain offerings and drink offerings
for the LORD your God.

Previous Scripture: Jonah 3:5b-10;
Genesis 19:14; Jonah 3:5a



III. Respond To 
The Message

2 Peter 3:9 NIV

The Lord is not slow in keeping his 
promise, as some understand slowness. 

Instead he is patient with you, not 
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone 

to come to repentance.

Previous Scripture: Joel 2:12-14;
Jonah 3:5b-10; Genesis 19:14



III. Respond To 
The Message

2 Samuel 12:15-16 NIV
15 After Nathan had gone home, the LORD 
struck the child that Uriah’s wife had borne 

to David, and he became ill. 16 David 
pleaded with God for the child. He fasted 
and spent the nights lying in sackcloth on 

the ground.
Previous Scripture: 2 Peter 3:9;

Joel 2:12-14; Jonah 3:5b-10



III. Respond To 
The Message

2 Samuel 12:22-23 NIV
22 He answered, “While the child was still 
alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who 

knows? The LORD may be gracious to me 
and let the child live.’ 23 But now that he is 

dead, why should I go on fasting? Can I 
bring him back again? I will go to him, but 

he will not return to me.”
Previous Scripture: 2 Samuel 12:15-16;

2 Peter 3:9; Joel 2:12-14



III. Respond To 
The Message

Numbers 23:19 NIV
God is not human, 

that he should lie, 
not a human being, 

that he should change his mind. 
Does he speak and then not act? 

Does he promise and not fulfill?
Previous Scripture: 2 Samuel 12:22-23;

2 Samuel 12:15-16; 2 Peter 3:9



III. Respond To 
The Message

Jeremiah 18:5-10 NIV
5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 6 He said, “Can I not 

do with you, Israel, as this potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like 
clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel. 7 If at 

any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, 
torn down and destroyed, 8 and if that nation I warned repents of 

its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had 
planned. 9 And if at another time I announce that a nation or 

kingdom is to be built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in my 
sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had 

intended to do for it.
Previous Scripture: Numbers 23:19;

2 Samuel 12:22-23; 2 Samuel 12:15-16


